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The top environmental and 
social trends and associated 
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corporations and advocacy 
stakeholders over the coming year 
and beyond.

What is the Force 
for Good Forecast?

2023



2023

SCRUTINY OF 
RENEWABLE FUELS

AG, ENERGY, & 
ANIMALS COMPETE 
FOR WATER

MICROPLASTICS & 
HEALTH

DEFINING PFAS 
ESSENTIAL USE

TO PERMIT 
PERMITTING?

OPPOSITION TO 
CCUS SCALES

WATCH OUT, 
HYDROGEN

ON-SHORING 
OPPORTUNITY… & 
POLLUTION?

MEASURING THE 
IMMEASURABLE

THE POLITICIZATION 
OF ESG



Scrutiny Of 
Whole Biofuels 
Value Chain

Led by the Packard 
Foundation, advocacy 
funding is ramping up 
to counter what are 
seen as the negative 
externalities of the 
biofuels market.

1. Stopping forests 
from becoming the 
new coal

2. Reducing demand 
for high-carbon 
biofules that drive 
deforestation

3. Empowering 
communities 
and movements 
advocation for their 
rights and for forests 

Strategic Priorities 

Source: Packard Foundation, Beyond Bioenergy: 
Toward a Clean Energy and Forest- Positive Future 

with Social Justice at its Heart.



Activists and 
investors are noting 
the growing risks 
of drought from 
cascading inflationary 
effects of climate 
change, land 
degradation, ongoing 
covid supply chain 
disruption and the 
war in Ukraine, that 
is challenging where 
and how water should 
be used.

Ag, Energy, 
& Animals 
Compete for 
Water



Microplastics—and 
their perceived 
impact on human 
and ecological 
health—is becoming 
the core motivation 
for many anti-
waste advocates in 
singling out plastics 
for activism.

Source: Science, Microplastics and human health

The Waste 
Movement 
Organizes 
Around 
Microplastics



Defining PFAS 
“Essential Use”

vs

Certain fluorinated 
chemistries may be 
essential to energy 
transition technologies 
— such as batteries and 
hydrogen electrolyzers 
— but face growing calls 
to eliminate “forever” 
chemicals.



As Carbon 
Capture Scales 
– So Does Its 
Opposition

Spurred on by the IRA 
and 45q tax credits, 
2023 will see carbon 
capture in its various 
forms – sequestration 
and utilization – get a 
big boost. NGOs are 
split, and several are 
standing up new carbon 
capture program areas. 
Companies may not be 
prepared for the scrutiny 
from multiple angles – 
including EJ conflation 
of CCS/CCU/CCUS, and 
carbon accounting for 
utilization.



Accelerated permitting 
will be needed for the 
energy transition build 
out – but is running 
into headwinds with 
those concerned about 
environmental justice 
and biodiversity.

TO PERMIT 
PERMITTING?



Watch Out, 
Hydrogen

Hydrogen is in vogue, 
but NGOs are split. Its 
proponents may not be 
anticipating the scrutiny.



ONSHORING 
OPPORTUNITY… 
& POLLUTION?

The pandemic and the 
Russia-Ukraine war has 
upended geopolitical 
stability and disrupted 
supply chains, prompting 
companies to exit Russia 
and now increasingly 
China, which is now 
accelerating due to 
the IRA. Advocates and 
funders are honing in on 
the implications of this. 



MEASURING THE 
IMMEASURABLE

Performance against 
ESG metrics has become 
a primary way to hold 
companies accountable. 
But now, stakeholders 
are asking whether 
these measures are 
actually capturing 
outcome and impacts. 



Backlash to ESG from the 
political right in the US is 
growing, leading companies 
to walk a tightrope in how 
they communicate their 
sustainable initiatives—with 
many companies choosing 
to “green-hush” rather than 
walk back on ESG.

ESG 
Politicization
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